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How I Got Started at This Project

✤ I am editor of the Jackson County Chronicles and Admin for the JCHA Facebook page.

✤ We have many people posting photos or asking questions about schools. I had never 
heard of most of the schools they were asking about.

✤ I found the 1950s “Know Your Schools” features in the local newspapers, but none of 
the schools on Facebook were part of this discussion.

✤ I began scanning yearbooks and local histories and finding gems of school history.

✤ I wrote about a history of public transportation in the county and discovered that most 
of these small schools disappeared when school buses appeared.



But generally…I am clueless…

✤ I am not from Jackson County.

✤ I had no real experience with the structures in 
public schools. I cannot generate information; 
I can only discover it and organize it.

✤ It felt like a job that needed to be done, but I 
was going to need a lot of help.

✤ The clock is ticking. There are few people 
with first person experience with all these 
small schools.



Documenting Schools is a Multidimensional Problem



Good County School Resources

✤ Before 1920, grand jury and school board reports.

✤ Minutes of school board meetings since 1907 and rolls of classes in every school kept at the county school board office 
on West Willow. Many school board minutes and financial reports published in the newspapers.

✤ 1922-23: Educational directory published in the Progressive Age ahead of the vote for or against the 3 mil tax.

✤ Periodic lists of all teacher (white and black) with salary information in the newspaper

✤ 1939: Educational Directory published in the Progressive Age

✤ 1950: “Know Your Schools” columns in both PA and JC Sentinel

✤  Wendell Page’s “100 Schools” document and college hill document

✤ Ann Chambless’s school files and articles in the Chronicles

✤ Historic USGS maps and the courthouse map collection



How Many Schools Are We Talking About?

✤ A number of early academies

✤ At least 167 elementary schools

✤ At least 6 colleges

✤ The history that goes around it.

✤ I am looking for photos of the school and students, teachers at the school, 
location of the school, stories of attending school there.



What Kinds of Profiles Am I Creating?

✤ Here is McCoy School. Hilda McCoy helped me a lot with this.



Methodology

✤ Locate the school on historic maps.

✤ Solicit information about the school using, for example, the JCHA facebook page and Jackson Tales in the Sentinel.

✤ Search the old newspapers online for references to this school.

✤ Look at Wendell Page’s 100 School document

✤ Read regional histories for account of attending or teaching local schools

✤ Look at standard county references like Kennamer’s Woodville book, Dennis Lambert’s Bridgeport book, John 
Hembree’s Hog Jaw Valley book, Marlin Tucker’s Limrock books, Eliza Woodall’s Stevenson book

✤ Put individual school profiles out on the JCHA website and ask for reviews for subject matter experts.

✤ May never be published in book form. The DeKalb County schools book is 600 pages. I have 12 pages already on 
Section and I am not done.



Wendell Page

✤ Teacher and principal in the Jackson County School system for 32 years, retiring in 
1977.

✤ President of the Jackson County Retired Teachers Association.

✤ Treasurer of the Civitan Club.

✤ Member of the Church of Christ.

✤ Director of the Heritage Center and active in the Jackson County Historical 
Association. 

✤ Received an award of merit for building the Heritage Center collection from the 
Alabama Historic Commission.

✤ Named citizen of the year in 1993.



Wendell Page

✤ With Carlus Page, 
created the One 
Hundred Schools 
document, showing 
100 school active in 
JC in 1907.

✤ This document was 
my starting place 
and this 1937 map.



Paint Rock Valley and Skyline

✤ Alto

✤ Beech Grove

✤ Francisco

✤ Freedom

✤ Gray’s Chapel

✤ Guess Creek

✤ Hambrick/Price’s Chapel

✤ Mountain Grove

✤ Mt. Sane or Sano

✤ Oakley

✤ Paint Rock Valley High School

✤ Princeton

✤ Sinks/Cunningham

✤ Skyline

✤ Smith

✤ Sunset/Hytop

✤ Trenton

✤ Union Chapel

✤ William’s Cove

✤ Winninger



South of Paint Rock Valley to the River

✤ Boxes Cove

✤ Cedar Glade

✤ Cedar Grove

✤ Green Academy

✤ Gurley Conyers Rosenwald (Black)

✤ Hale’s Cove

✤ Hunt’s Store

✤ Larkinsville

✤ Limrock

✤ Mt. Olivet/Mt. Olive

✤ Nat

✤ Paint Rock

✤ Peters Cove

✤ Pine Grove

✤ Rocky Ridge

✤ Thomas/Davistown

✤ Woodville Elementary and High 
School



Greater Scottsboro

✤ Aspel

✤ Bethany/Shake 
Rag

✤ Bullet Ridge/
Temperance Hill

✤ Byrd Hill (Black)

✤ Campground

✤ Carnes

✤ Carver (Black)

✤ Centerpoint

✤ Central 
Elementary

✤ Fackler 
Elementary

✤ Fackler Rosenwald

✤ Fairfield

✤ Gant

✤ Greasy Hill/
Johnson/Patterson

✤ Happy Hollow

✤ Hollywood 
Schools

✤ Hollywood 
Colored

✤ Jackson County 
High School

✤ Kyles

✤ Maynard’s Cove

✤ McCutchen

✤ Nila

✤ Oak Grove

✤ Pierceton

✤ Pikeville

✤ Randall’s Chapel

✤ River Hill

✤ Roaches Cove

✤ Scottsboro School 
(Black)

✤ Shooks Mill

✤ Tupelo

✤ Union 
(Goosepond)

✤ Wannville 
(Colored)

✤ Woods Cove



Greater Stevenson and Bridgeport

✤ Bennett’s Cove

✤ Cave Springs

✤ Champion

✤ Concord/Sodom

✤ Doran’s Cove

✤ Dry Cove

✤ Edgefield

✤ Goodview

✤ Hymer

✤ King’s Cove

✤ Mt. Carmel

✤ Pleasant Grove

✤ Poplar Spring

✤ Rash

✤ Rocky Springs

✤ Rorex

✤ Rudder’s Chapel

✤ Shavers

✤ Stevenson 
Elementary and 
High

✤ Stevenson 
Rosenwald

✤ Union Hill

✤ Walnut Grove

✤ White House



Sand Mountain South to Section

✤ Beeson Academy

✤ Brewton

✤ Bridgeport Elementary 
and High School

✤ Bridgeport Rosewood

✤ Bryant

✤ Carpenter/Long Island

✤ Chalybeate Springs/
Pleasant View

✤ Christian Home

✤ Dean’s Chapel

✤ Dutton Elementary

✤ Fabius

✤ Flat Rock

✤ Henegar

✤ Higdon

✤ Kosh

✤ McCoy

✤ New Herman

✤ New Shady Grove

✤ North Sand Mountain

✤ Overlook

✤ Pisgah Elementary and 
High School

✤ Rosalie

✤ Shrader

✤ Shumake

✤ Sodom

✤ Sublett’s 

✤ Sulphur Springs

✤ Union Grove

✤ Webster



Sand Mountain Section and South and East

✤ Bellview/New 
Hope

✤ Callahan

✤ Coffey

✤ Crossroads

✤ Davistown

✤ Hodge

✤ Langston

✤ Macedonia

✤ Red Field

✤ Salem

✤ Section Elementary 
and High School



Schools I Have No Information About

✤ Alabama

✤ Belgreen

✤ Bouldin (near Milan)

✤ Centennial

✤ Crescent Hill (Long Island)

✤ Island Creek/Gross Spring

✤ Milan (Woodville or Stevenson)

✤ Price Chapel

✤ Sanders (Larkinsville)

✤ St. Joseph’s (Langston, Black)

✤ Thomas



Earliest Schools: The 16th Section Law

✤ In 1785, the U.S. Congress committed the 16th section of every township 
for the maintenance and promotion of public schools.  A township is 6 
miles x 6 miles, so 1 square mile of each 36 square mile township  was set 
aside to fund education.

✤ This commitment continued as a stipulation when Alabama was admitted 
to statehood in 1819. 

✤ Over the next several years much of this property was sold and the 
proceeds deposited in the state bank. The state bank failed in 1843 and the 
funds were lost forever. 

✤ In addition, several of the 16th sections were located under water or on 
restricted federal lands and as a result a county’s 16th section lands were 
often taken from another county.



Earliest Schools: The 16th Section Law

✤ Early in the history of the State, a law was enacted to provide for the election of three trustees in each 
township, whose duties were similar tho those of a much later date. The County Judge, with the trustees, 
handled the school funds and paid the teachers. 

✤ At the time of the public land sales, beginning in Jackson County in 1830, the county governing body, 
Commissioner’s Court of Roads and Revenue, became responsible for the establishment of a free public 
school in each township. The income generated by this township had to be spent within the producing 
township.

✤ In 1854, the State school system was established.

✤ In February 1856, an Act was passed creating the office of county superintendent of education. This was a 
change of vital importance to the school and was an epoch in the history of eduction. The State had begun 
two years previously to appropriate money to supplement the sixteenth section funds. The appropriation 
was $100,000 for the whole state.



Earliest Schools: Before the Civil War
✤ Most early schools we held in church buildings. There were no free schools. Parents paid a fee for children to attend.

✤ 1834 Bolivar: T. Boyd Foster’s memories talk about teaching there. By 1840, he was teaching at Pleasant Grove in the Crow Creek Valley. (EW)

✤ 1841 Woodville: Seaborn Roundtree who was postmaster taught school in his home, as did his daughter Evangeline. (Kennamer).

✤ 1843 Collins Springs: Elder John A. Cargile attended a school taught by Presley Griffin that included “the Tally boys, the McMahan Boys, the Jacoway boys, and my 
cousins.” (EW)

✤ 1850 Stevenson: Census list two school teachers in the area: John Shirley and John Hall. (EW) 

✤ 1852 Woodville: Eliza Smith and India McBride taught a three-month school in the Primitive Baptist Church at Union Cemetery. A “crippled man” named Switcher 
taught an early school in his home as did Bud Ross, George Gipson, Robert Mackey, and others. (Kennamer)

✤ 1856: First public schools in Jackson County established. (Heritage of JC)

✤ 1859 Bellefonte:  Trustees of public school number 3 located at  Union Academy in Township 4, Range 6 in Jackson County contracted with H. H. Coulson, teacher, 
for a three-month term beginning July 18,1859. (AC)  The first  schoolhouse was a long, one-room frame building called the Academy. Later the people saw need of  
better school facilities, so they built a two-story brick Masonic hall in the 1850s and used the first floor for school. Daniel Martin in his letter mentioned Elder 
Roundtree as the teacher of his children. (AC)

✤ 1860 Rocky Springs: Ann had a teachers’ contract from Margaret Tate for a school held in the 1808 church. (Rocky Springs records)

✤ 1861 Pisgah: Sam Rorex and others built a church near Callahan Spring. As was the custom of the period, the church also served as a school. It burned in 1880 and 
was rebuilt. In 1881, J. J. Beeson taught there. (Pisgah yearbook)



Black Schools Before the Civil War

✤ We can only speculate about education of Black people who were enslaved in Jackson County before the Civil War. 

✤ Many states, including Alabama, had anti-literacy laws. In 1832, Alabama passed a law that prohibited whites from teaching 
blacks to read or write, punishable by fines and floggings. Slave owners saw literacy as a threat to their financial investment. 
Literacy enabled slaves to read the writings of abolitionists and better navigate the Underground Railroad if they escaped. 

✤ Washington Lawyer Elias B. Caldwell summarized the prevailing argument succinctly: “The more you improve the 
condition of these people, the more you cultivate their minds, the more miserable you make them, in their present state.”

✤ Some slaves did become literate in spite of the law, whether from such informal means as playing school with the slave 
owner’s children or through the clandestine efforts of sympathetic whites, or by attending informal schools operated by 
churches. 

✤ By 1900, even without school board records, we can document black schools in Scottsboro, Trenton, Limrock, Hollywood, 
and Stevenson but there are probably more than this. But the situation was far from perfect, Black schools met for shorter 
terms, and, I have been told but cannot confirm, used different, easier textbooks than the white schools of the time. And 
black teachers were paid less than white teachers.



Earliest Schools: Civil War and Reconstruction

✤ The Civil War disrupted everything.

✤ We have an account from the June 10, 1865 Jackson County News written in Stevenson by 
carpetbagger A. C. Conduit about no schools for his children while there were two good Black 
schools. “I brought a teacher here at my own expense. The school suspended at the end of the 
month for lack of patronage. 

✤ 1869 Stevenson: Ryan Academy referenced in a Commissioners’ Court minute book. Col. 
Krzyzanowki built a church and Masonic lodge also used as a school known as “Goat Hill 
School” because goats slept under the building.

✤ 1870 Stevenson: Census reported teachers for Edgefield-Bolivar,  Pinder’s Hill, Stevenson (3), 
and Pleasant Grove.

✤ 1887 Stevenson: “The public school opened in the old church here with Miss Alice Wimberly, 
an accomplished and experienced teacher, in charge.”



Schools During Reconstruction

✤ “It is very hard to procure labor here at a living rate and this emigration has carried all the money 
out of this county to yours, consequently it  makes money exceedingly scarce here. We had bad 
crops, it is very true, but this is not all. Our taxes are enormous and that had it weigh with a great 
many who left the county. Our State Legislature made up of scalawags, carpet baggers and 
negroes, for there were but few white men in it and they are so devoid of principle that they 
shrink from nothing that will oppress our good citizen. They have taxed us long as as could find 
money to pay. And upon the heels of that, our county commissioners who are of the same stripe 
and equally base as the members of the legislature, have taxed us to build a Court House worth, 
or at least they promise to pay $24,500 for a building worth ten or twelve thousand dollars when 
finished. Then we have a heavy school tax to pay for the education of the negro, when the negro 
pays no tax except a poll tax, of one dollar and a half. So you see that those of us who emigrated 
west could not do worse, let them go where they will.” …Daniel Martin writing to his daughter 
Ella living in Texas, March 1870.



Post-War Schools Documented in Newspapers

✤ We have the The Jackson County Herald (1868, ed. Alexander Snodgrass), The Southern Industrial Herald (1869-70, 
ed. Alexander Snodgrass), The Alabama Herald (1878-1881, A. Snodgrass), The Scottsboro Citizen (1879-1918, ed. 
James Armstrong), The Fellow Citizen (1977-78), The Banner (1896, ed. F. F. Conway), The Progressive Age 
(1887-1962), The Stevenson Chronicles (1887-1896) and The Bridgeport News (1891-1893). Don’t forget early papers in 
Nashville, Huntsville, and Chattanooga.

✤ In 1873, the State Board of Education mandated that there be “one white and one colored Normal School” for 
teacher training per congressional district. Our colored normal school was in Huntsville, organized in 1875 as the 
result of a bill passed in the State Legislature in 1873 with William Hooper Council as its president. The school 
opened on May 1, 1875, as the Huntsville Normal School with an appropriation of $1,000 per year, 61 students, 
and two teachers.

✤ In 1874 the  public schools in Jackson County received the  sum of $1.75 per pupil in public funds as an allocation 
from the legislature. . All schools at that time and until June of 1956 were under the Jackson County School 
System.



Post-War County Academies

✤ Early Woodville schools (Kennamer)

✤ Larkinsville School 

✤ Averyville (Stevenson) 

✤ Scott Academy

✤ Green Academy

✤ Bridgeport Schools



Post-War Woodville Schools

✤ Rosa Norris taught in various Woodville schools after the Civil War.

✤ Annie Scruggs taught a school at the Methodist church. Dan 
Coleman taught there 1877-78. James Wann taught in 1879, and did 
many others.

✤ Late 1880s, school house built above the R. L. Jones house. 

✤ Joe B. Sherrill taught on Tick Ridge, and Woodville and published  

his “Short Method of Arithmetic” in 1884.

✤ I found this photo in the archives in Montgomery. Back of the photo 
said, “School House Woodville in District 63. Deeded to state in 
1907. Jackson Co. June 17, 1911.”

✤ References too numerous to go thru. See the Kennamer Woodville 
book on the JCHA website.



1866: Larkinsville School

✤ Started in 1866 by a Professor 
Ainsworth

✤ Picture is from 1910

✤ Was a three-teacher school in 1938

✤ Eventually consolidated with 
Scottsboro.



1867: Averyville

✤ Averyville was a Quaker school in Stevenson organized to met the needs 
of newly freed African-Americans between 1865 and the early 1870s.


✤ Quaker missionary, Wilmer Walton, came to Jackson County to serve in 
the Avery schools in the Stevenson area where he organized two First-
Day schools without public school funds. 


✤ The first building was described as a log building in a letter Walton wrote 
to the Quaker Journal, the Friends' lntelligencer. The following photo is 
taken from page 206 of G. F. Richlings' Evidences of Progress Among 
Colored People, published in1902 in Philadelphia. The caption reads, 


✤ Averyville was “The only school every attended by William Hooper 
Council.” Professor Councill is significant because he was the same 
William Hooper Councill who founded the Colored Normal School 
in1875 in Huntsville, Alabama, which became Alabama A & M University. 


✤ Before he died in 1909, Dr.Councill became one of the two most 
important and influential black men in Alabama, the other being Booker 
T. Washington



1878: Scott Male and Female Academy

✤ Organized Feb 23, 1878. Trustees were James 
W. Moody, Nelson Kyle, J. T. Skelton, and 
William Robinson. Described as a 
“commodious frame building.”

✤ Opened in August, 1883

✤ Located at the foot or Cumberland Mountain 
just north of the much later Carver High 
School on lots 230-233, each a half acre.

✤ Was a school for both boys and girls.

✤ Burned in 1888. Fire caused by phosphorus in 
a box of chemicals.



1890: Green Academy

✤ Built and run by the missionary association of the 
Congregational Church in New York.

✤ Private boarding school accepting pupils from 
Madison and Marshal counties.

✤ Colony of Russian Jews built within a half mile of 
this school and ten of their children attended 
school here.

✤ Tuition was $1.00 a month.

✤ Last reference I find to it in newspapers was 1909.



1895: Bridgeport Training School

✤ First private school in Bridgeport. Followed by Altennga 
College and Bridgeport Academy. It was a very good private 
boarding school.

✤ Very good and early schools in the areas around Bridgeport: 
Rocky Spring, Mt. Carmel, Edgefield, Jeffries’ Cove, Doran’s 
Cove.

✤ Also found this photo in the Archives. Photo said, “Bridgeport 
Public School Jackson Co. June 17, 1911.” Dennis Lambert said, 
“This is the old Alabama College of Dental Surgery building 
built in 1892. Became a public school a few years later. Torn 
down 1912/1913.”

✤ Again, too numerous to go over. The ad is from Dennis 
Lambert and Joe Lee’s book on Bridgeport, available at the 
Heritage Center.



Earliest Colleges

✤ 1875: Sand Mountain Institute in Dutton

✤ 1878: William and Emma Austin in 
Stevenson

✤ 1889: Scottsboro College and Normal 
School

✤ 1894: Tri-State Normal University

✤ 1901: The Baptist Institute



Jackson County Public School Landmarks

✤ 1908: Competition for the county high school

✤ 1915-1932: Rosenwald Schools: improving facilities for Black schools

✤ 1922-23: Vote on the 3-mil school tax: list of schools, trustees, and districts

✤ 1928-1931: Opportunity schools: using county facilities for adult education

✤ 1930s: Bussing and the first wave of closings for small public schools

✤ 1937: School directory: alphabetic list of teachers with their schools

✤ 1938-1942: New Deal era schoolhouses built and consolidations of small schools

✤ 1940s: Closed public schools as community centers

✤ 1950: “Know Your Schools” campaign and checkpoint on what schools remained

✤ 1964:  Integration and consolidation; closing of historically black schools



1908: Competition for the County High School

✤ In 1907, the Alabama legislature passed an 
act providing for a public high school in 
every county.

✤ Competition was fierce for this school. 
Scottsboro, Langston, Dutton, Hollywood, 
and Bridgeport all campaigned to be the site.

✤ There was a high school in Section in 1893, 
led by John Roach. Section was favored by 
“citizens of the Dixie plateau”

✤ Pisgah  had a high school very early under J. 
J. Beeson, Beeson Academy.



1908: JCHS Located in Scottsboro



1915-1932 Rosenwald Schools

✤ “Rosenwald schools refer to a group of educational institutions 
established in the South for African Americans in the first half of 
twentieth century. 

✤ The schools were named for Julius Rosenwald, president and later 
chairman of Sears Roebuck & Co. and creator of the philanthropic 
Rosenwald Fund, which provided matching funds for the schools. 

✤ Nearly 400 schools and houses were constructed in Alabama and nearly 
5,000 new schools were built in 15 southern states between 1917 and 
1932 as part of this civic effort to increase educational opportunities in 
the largely rural and segregated South.”

✤ Jackson County had three Rosenwald Schools (Stevenson, 1921; Fackler, 
by 1927; Bridgeport, 1929); Madison County had nine. This is Gurley.



Rosenwald Schoolhouse in 1932



1922-23 Three-Mil School Tax

✤ Each district held a 
special eye lion to 
decide if they would 
pay the 3 mil tax to 
support schools. Most 
did. Some did not.

✤ Tables list 113 school 
districts, some with 
more than one school.



1926-1932: Opportunity Schools

✤ Prior to the 1930 census, the state superintendent 
of education for Alabama, and therefore the local 
county superintendent, became concerned with 
the illiteracy rate in Alabama. 

✤ Since the 1930 census anticipated recorded 
whether or not a respondent could read or write, 
Alabama set out to improve their status by 
offering adult education in existing school in the 
county. These were called Opportunity Schools.



Opportunity Schools



1930s: Closing and Consolidating & The Impact of Busing

✤ When students had no way to get to school other than walking, there were many, many small schools, 
some with no more than three last names per school.

✤ As roads improved to accommodate public transportation, schools jumped on the bussing bandwagon 
surprisingly early. 

✤ The book about the House of Happiness, an Episcopal mission and school, notes that the County Board 
of Education began offering bus transportation to the pupils above the sixth grade in Sauta Bottom in 
1930. One of the earliest photos of a county school bus is from the House of Happiness book, which notes 
that the House of Happiness rented a school bus to ferry children to school and church. 

✤ In the earliest days of transporting county students to school, the county provided bus transportation to 
schools by contracting with individuals through a bidding progress. In 1935, 18 bus routes were 
identified and eligible for bidding, and the type of equipment required was specified in the contract.



School Buses in the  1930s: Lots of Stories
✤ Jane Stinnett (PRV) remembers that when her mother, born in 

1927, started school, buses picked them up except when the 
creeks and river were high, and then the driver picked the 
children up in a wagon. The boys in the wagon bed could get 
rowdy enough to overturn the wagon. 

✤ Debra Underwood, who wrote a history of Pisgah School, sent a 
photo of Martin Burkhalter in front of the homemade bus he 
drove. 

✤ Kenneth Manning recalled that in 1948, his father, “S. B. Manning 
and a Mr. Hillary, purchased truck chassis and the county 
installed bus bodies on their chassis. He recalls that this bidding 
system continued until the early 1950s. 

✤ Jerry Marlow remembers that children in Fackler rode the “Bear 
Bus” driven by Bear McCrary, who drove a bus back built into a 
pickup truck base. Chester Sharp described the harrowing ride 
from Rosalie to Section and noted that the bus was as scary as the 
bridge—“a big old rattle trap.” 

✤ Arnold Wheeler remembers a turn so sharp in Pisgah that the bus 
had to back up and pull forward multiple times to make the turn. 



New Deal-Era Schools: 1938-1942

✤ Jul 7, 1938 PA: As part of a Public Works Administration New Deal program, the 
county embarked on a $400,000 county school building program, where half the cost 
was matched by the PWA.

✤ “Upon approval by the Public Works Administration of contracts award February 16 by 
the County Board of Education, Jackson County will have under contracts school 
buildings to the value of $347,414 and equipment to the value of $25,828, according to 
E. M. Beardslee, Resident Engineer Inspector here for the Public Works Administration. 

✤ Of these buildings, 5 are expected to be ready for occupancy by the 2nd week in March, 
and these are located at Mount Carmel, Hollywood, Rash, Wininger, and Chalybeate 
Springs. Total contract value of the buildings is $35,581.” 

✤ Funding also provided for JCHS, Bridgeport High School, Larkinsville, Stevenson, 
Hodge, and Macedonia.



1939: School Directory

✤ I wish that the school board did this every year.

✤ List of Board of Education, attendance 
supervisor and all the teachers in all the school 
sorted by teacher name into elementary, junior 
high, and senior high.



1940s—Schools as Community Centers

✤ Closed schools 
continued to be 
used as became 
community 
centers, places for 
farmers’ meeting, 
health screenings, 
and vaccination 
clinics



What Became of the Closed Schools?

✤ Some are still standing though abandoned.

✤ Many were torn down or fell down or burned, like 
Pleasant View (Dec 2022 photo by Dale Crawford)

✤ Larkinsville converted to a cattle facility

✤ Temperance Hill converted to a trucking business 
and now a private home.

✤ I am trying to provide coordinates for every 
school site. You can get this with GoogleEarth.



Know Your Schools: Snapshot of 1950

✤ 55 schools, 48 white supporting 8900 pupils and 7 black supporting 600 students, for a total of 
9500 in the county system

✤ 6500 in elementary, 2000 in junior high, and 1000 in senior high

✤ Of the 2328 student who entered first grade, only 269 graduated

✤ 5200 students rode 65 buses, which cost $100,000 to operate

✤ Attendance rate was well below state average (78% in Jackson County compared to 85.6% 
statewide). Truancy cost the school $1625 per day in state funding.

✤ 305 teachers in the system, 5% with more than 5 years of college, 34% with 4 years, 26% with two 
years and 27% with less than 2 years



1950: “Know Your Schools” Schools Profiled 
✤ Bridgeport Colored (1-6)

✤ Bridgeport School (1-12)

✤ Bryant (1-10)

✤ Carns (1-6)

✤ Crescent Hill

✤ Dean’s Chapel

✤ Dutton (1-9)

✤ Fabius (1-6, total 41)

✤ Fackler Negro (1-6, total 15)

✤ Flat Rock (1-9)

✤ George Washington Carver High (1-12)

✤ Grey’s Chapel (22 total)

✤ Hodge (1-6, 40 total)

✤ Hollywood (1-9)

✤ Hollywood Colored (1-8)

✤ JCHS (1-12)

✤ Kyles (1-6)

✤ Langston (1-4)

✤ Larkinsville (1-6)

✤ Limrock (1-9)

✤ Macedonia (1-8)

✤ McCoy Grove (1-6, total 26)

✤ Mt. Carmel (1-6)

✤ Paint Rock Elementary (1-6)

✤ Paint Rock Valley (1-12)

✤ Pierceton 1-4 only 40 students)

✤ Pikeville (1-6)

✤ Pisgah (1-12)

✤ Pleasant Grove (1-6)

✤ Pleasant View (1-6)

✤ Rash (1-6)

✤ Rosalie (1-9)

✤ Scottsboro Elementary (1-6)

✤ Section (1-9)

✤ Skyline (1-9)

✤ Stevenson (1-12)

✤ Stevenson Rosenwald (1-9)

✤ Sublett (1-4 & 6)

✤ Temperance Hill (1-6)

✤ Tupelo (1-6)

✤ Winner

✤ Woodville (1-12)



Communities Served by 1950s Schools: 113 to 55

✤ Bridgeport: Mt. Carmel, Rocky Springs, Bryant

✤ Dutton: Callahan, Coffey, Poplar Springs, Hodge, Pleasant View

✤ Fabius: Cameronville

✤ Flat Rock: Overlook, Liberty Hill, Christian Home, Fabius

✤ George Washington Caver Negro: All Black schools in the county

✤ Hollywood: Martintown, Bellefonte, Cuba, Kyles, Fairfield, Fackler, Carns

✤ Hollywood Colored: Cedar Grove, Fackler

✤ JCHS: Larkinsville, Temperance Hill, Bethany, Tupelo, Pikeville, Macedonia, 
Section, Dutton, Hollywood, Limrock, Skyline

✤ Larkinsville: Boxes Cove, Sauta Bottom

✤ Limrock: Gentle’s Cove, Berry’s Cove, Shipman’s Cove, Aspel

✤ Macedonia: Crossroads, Davistown, Salem

✤ Mt. Carmel: Doran’s Cove

✤ Paint Rock: Garth, Reel’s Mountain, Madison line

✤ Paint Rock Valley: Trenton, Hollytree, Princeton, Swaim, Francisco, Estill 
Fork

✤ Pisgah: Sublett, Dean’s Chapel, Pleasant View, Henanger, Rosalie, Flat Rock, 
Central, Mt. Olive, Fabius, Christian Home, Hodge, Dutton

✤ Rash: Big Coon, Little Coon

✤ Rosalie: New Hope, Central, New Home, Shrader

✤ Scottsboro Elementary: Beech Grove, Randall’s Chapel, Centerpoint, 
Wood’s Cove, Campground, Langston

✤ Skyline: Pleasant Grove, Winninger, Bailytown, Hytop

✤ Stevenson: Edgefield, Pleasant Grove, Rash, Wannville, Union Hill, 
Cameronville

✤ Temperance Hill: New Hope, Sauta Bottom, McCutchen

✤ Woodville: Paint Rock 7-12, Limrock 9-12



What is Conspicuously Missing?

✤ Everything since 1962.

✤ I cannot get at this except through the school board minutes (not 
transcribed) and public press (not online).

✤ I don’t know, for example, when we achieved the distribution of schools 
that we have now. My best source is yearbooks I have scanned.

✤ This is where I suffer from not being a local and living out of state between 
1979 and 2017.



How Can You Help?

✤ Share ideas.

✤ Send me your school teaching experiences.

✤ Send me your family’s photos of your early schools

✤ Email these to me at jcha@scottsboro.org.

✤ Attach them to the conversations on the JCHA Facebook page. You might encourage others 
to contribute as well.

✤ When I am done with a school you have expertise in, please review what I have written and 
correct me.



Finding School Information on the JCHA Website

Website: www.jchaweb.org

http://www.jchaweb.org

