Documenting Schools in Jackson County

Annette Bradford
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How I Got Started at'T'his Project

+ | am editor of the Jackson County Chronicles and Admin for the JCHA Facebook page.

+ We have many people posting photos or asking questions about schools. I had never
heard of most of the schools they were asking about.

+ [ found the 1950s “Know Your Schools” features in the local newspapers, but none of
the schools on Facebook were part of this discussion.

+ I began scanning yearbooks and local histories and finding gems of school history:.

+ [ wrote about a history of public transportation in the county and discovered that most
of these small schools disappeared when school buses appeared.



But generally...l am clueless...

+ I am not from Jackson County.

+ | had no real experience with the structures in
public schools. I cannot generate information;
[ can only discover it and organize it.

+ It felt like a job that needed to be done, but I
was going to need a lot of help.

+ The clock is ticking. There are few people
with first person experience with all these
small schools.




Documenting Schools 1s a Multudimensional Problem

History of County School Individual
Alabama Board Minutes Narratives
Schools and Records in Local
Histories
Education Jackson County County Experts
of Black Schools Like Wendell
Students : Page and Eliza
Woodall

Impact of : Opportunity Retired
Busing on », Schools | Teachers
Number of N and Local

Community Historians
Schools




Good County School Resources

+ Before 1920, grand jury and school board reports.

+ Minutes of school board meetings since 1907 and rolls of classes in every school kept at the county school board office
on West Willow. Many school board minutes and financial reports published in the newspapers.

+ 1922-23: Educational directory published in the Progressive Age ahead of the vote for or against the 3 mil tax.
+ Periodic lists of all teacher (white and black) with salary information in the newspaper

+ 1939: Educational Directory published in the Progressive Age

+ 1950: “Know Your Schools” columns in both PA and JC Sentinel

+ Wendell Page’s “100 Schools” document and college hill document

+ Ann Chambless’s school files and articles in the Chronicles

+ Historic USGS maps and the courthouse map collection



How Many Schools Are We Talking About?

* A number of early academies

+* At least 167 elementary schools
+ At least 6 colleges

* The history that goes around it.

+ I am looking for photos of the school and students, teachers at the school,
location of the school, stories of attending school there.



What Kinds of Protiles Am | Creating!

McCoy’'s Grove School

Location: S29/T3/RBE
Funds $166.40
Schoal District: 10

Accerding to Wendell Page, the crigina
school in District 10 was Monday's
Chapel. Hilda McCoy says that Monday's
Chaped and McCoy's Grove were separate churches, both in Yucca, and that both churches
uses the McCoy's Grove church buiding after Monday's Chapel Church burned, some time
before 1823. The teacher in 1923 was John Blascett, and the trustees were Ben Gofonth, L. C.
Stearres, and Jyrgd Thomas Thoohil

Betwe:an 1908 and 1923, District 10 also suppoted the McCoy's Grove School near the Yucca
Post Cffice. The two schools coexisted. Wendel goes on to say that “during 1923, this school
was assigned one teacher. This school was probably consolidated with Stevenson.”

According to Hikda McCoy and the 1950 Progressive Age school survey, the school was Feld in
the McCoy Grove church building. It was a oneteacher school that covered grades 1 through
6. In 1940, 39 students were registered at this school, though the school had issues with ow
attendance, By 1950, the school had 26 pupils with 87% attendance. Teachers associated with
this school include J, H. Jamigan (1902), Ruth Eowen (1939), and Aubrey Culpepper (1950).
The area school bus driver for several years was Thomas R. Hawes. In 1950, George Craze and
W. R. Gamble were the school's trustees. The photo of the old school builkding is from Downa
Rodgers Tignor.

McCoy's Grove

The first mention of McCoy's Grove as a place name
was n the January 3, 1889 Progressive Age, telling
farmers about the Farmer's Alllance, where Rev. T.
B. Perks was the local president and J. H. Cawes
was the local representative for McCoy's Grove and
Fabius. The Trustee Stockholders of the Primay
Alliarces met at McCoy's Grove September 11,
1890, with newly elected president J. R. Gayle
presiding.

Jun 16, 1898 PA: Baptist Evangelist planned a
revival at McCoy's Grove for July 18,

e Sep 7, 1899 PA: Fabius Colurmn. *A weeks mesting
. closed at McCoys Grove. 34 baptisms in the river
last Sabbath.”

Jul 26 1900 PA: Yucca Column. *The Rev Wm Zullard preached an interesting sermon at
McCory's Grove Sunday.

Jul 6, 1901 PA: Yucca Column *The Sunday Schoaol at McCoy's Grave is impraving niceh*

Feb 21, 1907 PA: Yucca Columr “Rev. Saul Smith will preach at McCoy's Grove Sunday. Let
everybody come out to hear hem.”

Jul 30, 1908 PA: Yucca Column “A protracted meeting will begn at McCoy's Grove the first
Sunday In August.”

Sep 2, 1909 PA: “5th Sun. Meetng by the Tennessee River Missionary Baptist Association™
heid at the following churches, anong them McCoy's Grove, with Mrs. J. D. McCoy.

Feferences to the Church continue at least as late as 1957 when references to Decoration and
revivals at the church can still be found. The congregation still meets In a new church, but the
arginal bulding no longer exists It was torm down in XX,

NcCoy Grove School

The first mention of McCoy's Grove school was in the July 12, 1900 Progressive Age, where
the statement “The school at McCoy's Grove is in flourishing ccodition” is found.

May 2, 1902 SC: *J. H. Jarnigan will commence school at McCoy grove soon,”

a McCoy's Grove, May 12."

1808: The school entertainment at McCoy Grove school house was quite a success. A large
crowd of patrons and friends were present. We were glad to have our County Superintendent
Cooper, Prof. G. S. Brewton and H. R. Thomas with us. The hall was beautifully decorated with
fower and evergreens...Quit a crowd of young people from Sand Mountain attended the
school entertainment on Friday aight.”

Nov 27, 1830 PA: Pie Supper hdd at McCoy's Grove.

Jan 29, 1831PA: Lorine Blansett J. W. Craze, Vandie Long, and Mable Rogers from McCoy
Grove recognized for perfect attendance.

Feb 5, 1931 PA: In the School Atendance analysis, McCoy's Grove was cited for low
attendance, at 31%.

Nar 31, 1832 PA: DPT inoculation clinic held at the school on April 8. Also on Aug 13, 1836,
Apr 20, 1937 PA: Rabies shots for dogs at McCoy's Grove.

Nov 4, 1937 PA: Board of Educetion report showed that the Blencett Brothers were paid $7.50
o CUl WOOd 10r MCUOY's Grove School.

Nov 10, 1837 PA: R, L. Blancett was pald $12.00 to provide wood for the school, and Mrs, Ada
Wallace was reinsured $4.08 for supplies for the school.

Jan 286, 1539 PA: Ruth Bowen was identified as the elementary teacher for McCoy's Grove
school,

Nay 25, 1939 PA: Smalipox, diphtheria, and typhoid innovation clinic held at school

Jul 20, 1939 PA: One of the bus routes accountsd for by the

county school system was McCoy's Grove to Flat Rock. "Begin at .‘Wm
McCors Grove School, go by Fabius to Flat Rock School. The on the east wde of

County Board wil recuired a used truck for this route with a 157 m ver. tullding

inch wheel base. The County Board will contract this route for two ,ngllll H-mw
years." The August 3 paper shows that Thomas R. Hawes of i Wmm
Fabius bid on this route. He stil had that route in the June 11, The first six grades are ta

1942 PA
Nov 28, 1840 PA: For the period from Oct 14 toNov 15, 39

studerts were registered for McCoy's Grove school, but only 16

attended, up from 12 the previous month.

Jan 2, 1941 PA: Forest Fire movie shown at McZoy's Grove
school.

tor
Nov 27, 1942 PA: “There will be a box supper a: McCoy's Grove ”%'m
Schod, Yucca, Alabama, on Saturday night, November 29th, All need

the will be used for the school and school children,
There aill be a fish pond, cake walk, beauty cortext

and other means of good entertainment. Everybody
is invitad to come for an evening of fun.”

April-August 1950: Both the Progressive Age and
the Jackson County Santinel profiled many of the
county's schools, and McCoy's Grove was among
them. These profiles are written by a person
assocated with the school. In 1950, there were 26
pupisin grades 1 through 6 with an average
attendance of 87%. After Grade 6, pupis were
bussed 1o Stevenson Junior High. Notice that in
1950, he school needed “library books, a new
stove, playground equipment and sanitary todets.”

1953: According to Hilda McCoy, who father was a
trustee at the the school, it was consolidated wih
other school in 1953. “The younger children weat to

Camercosville and the older
children to Stevenson.
Camerenaville consolidated with
Stevenson in 1957,

Thank you to Hilda McCoy for
finding these photos,

Top: The McCoy Grove Church/
School bulding in 1962 from
John Craze, The photo shows
Elmer Goforth with his wife and
son, Ben, Martha Craze Goforth
and Denny Sanders. Left: The
McCoy Grove Old Church and

New Church together in 1967, from Judy Tate . The photo is from the Sterne Cemetery
Decoration with Agnes Hamilton (hair up), EMie Sandaer Meadows, Myrtle Hawss, Bertha
Hampton Sanders, and Alvin Hodges,

Here is a picture lrom 1908-1910 where some of the children have been identifed. #1 Eula
Prince 37 John Theodore McCoy. 32 Lela Blancett Wann 34 Lizzie Blancett Garen 20

Lawrenice Blancelt 21 Leva Slancett Culfuy 24 San Emory Blancet! 36 Jobn Blancett 38
Charlie Blancett
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+ Here is McCoy School. Hilda McCoy helped me a lot with this.



Methodology

+ Locate the school on historic maps.

+ Solicit information about the school using, for example, the JCHA facebook page and Jackson Tales in the Sentinel.
+ Search the old newspapers online for references to this school.

+ Look at Wendell Page’s 100 School document

+ Read regional histories for account of attending or teaching local schools

+ Look at standard county references like Kennamer’s Woodville book, Dennis Lambert’s Bridgeport book, John
Hembree’s Hog Jaw Valley book, Marlin Tucker’s Limrock books, Eliza Woodall’s Stevenson book

+ Put individual school profiles out on the JCHA website and ask for reviews for subject matter experts.

+ May never be published in book form. The DeKalb County schools book is 600 pages. I have 12 pages already on
Section and I am not done.



Wendell Page

+ Teacher and principal in the Jackson County School system for 32 years, retiring in
977

+ President of the Jackson County Retired Teachers Association.
+ Treasurer of the Civitan Club.
+ Member of the Church of Christ.

+ Director of the Heritage Center and active in the Jackson County Historical
Association.

+ Received an award of merit for building the Heritage Center collection from the
Alabama Historic Commission.

+ Named citizen of the year in 1993.




Wendell Page
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+ With Carlus Page,
created the One
Hundred Schools
document, showing
100 school active in

JC in 1907.

+ This document was

my starting place
and this 1937 map.
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Paint Rock Valley and Skyline

= Alto

+ Beech Grove

+ Francisco

+ Freedom

+ Gray’s Chapel

+ Guess Creek

+ Hambrick /Price’s Chapel
+ Mountain Grove

<+ Mt. Sane or Sano

+ Oakley

Paint Rock Valley High School

Princeton
Sinks/Cunningham
Skyline

Smith
Sunset/Hytop
Trenton

Union Chapel
William’s Cove

Winninger
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South of Paint Rock Valley to the River

f e ave + Mt. Olivet/Mt. Olive

<« (Cedar Glade N

<+ (Cedar Grove

<« Paint Rock
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Greater Scottsboro

+ Aspel

+ Bethany/Shake
Rag

+ Bullet Ridge/
Temperance Hill

+ Byrd Hill (Black)
+ Campground

+ Carnes

< Carver (Black)
+ Centerpoint

+ Central
Elementary

Fackler
Elementary

Fackler Rosenwald
Fairfield
Gant

Greasy Hill/
Johnson /Patterson

Happy Hollow

Hollywood
Schools

Hollywood
Colored

Jackson County
High School

Kyles

Maynard’s Cove
McCutchen

Nila

Oak Grove
Pierceton
Pikeville
Randall’s Chapel

River Hill

Roaches Cove

Scottsboro School
(Black)

Shooks Mill
Tupelo

Union
(Goosepond)

Wannville
(Colored)

Woods Cove
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Greater Stevenson and Bridgeport

+ Rudder’s Chapel

+ Bennett’s Cove + Hymer
| | + Shavers
+ Cave Springs + King’s Cove
S o1 , eV iT, | + Stevenson
ey Siseiigd o Elementary and
High

%+ Concord/Sodom %+ Pleasant Grove

<+ Stevenson

+ Doran’s Cove + Poplar Spring R 1d
osenwa
+ Dry Cove * Rash % Union Hill
nion Hi
dgefield ocky Springs + Walnut Grove
+ Goodview + Rorex

<+ White House



Sand Mountain South to Section

<« QOverlook

+ Beeson Academy + Dutton Elementary
: + Pisgah Elementary and
* Brewt 2
S ok High School
+ Bridgeport Elementary <+ Flat Rock k
and High School * hosdbe
+ Henegar
+ Bridgeport Rosewood + Shrader
et
+ Bryant s + Shumake
+ Kosh . oA
+ Carpenter/Long Island et
+ McCoy ,
+ Chalybeate Springs/ Fardpi LS
i =
Pleasant View New Herman P T eSO
e =
+ Christian Home New Shady Grove RN 2l
+ Dean’s Chapel + North Sand Mountain

<+ Webster



Sand Mountain Section and South and East

= Bellview / New

Hope + Langston
+ Callahan +* Macedonia
+ Cofttey * Red Field
+ Crossroads + Salem
+ Davistown + Section Elementary
and High School

+ Hodge



Schools | Have No Information About

<

"

<

Alabama

Belgreen

Bouldin (near Milan)
Centennial

Crescent Hill (Long Island)

[sland Creek/Gross Spring

Milan (Woodville or Stevenson)
Price Chapel

Sanders (Larkinsville)

St. Joseph’s (Langston, Black)

Thomas



Earliest Schools: The 16th Section Law

In 1785, the U.S. Congress committed the 16th section of every township
for the maintenance and promotion of public schools. A township is 6
miles x 6 miles, so 1 square mile of each 36 square mile township was set
aside to fund education.

This commitment continued as a stipulation when Alabama was admitted
to statehood in 1819.

Over the next several years much of this property was sold and the
proceeds deposited in the state bank. The state bank failed in 1843 and the
funds were lost forever.

In addition, several of the 16th sections were located under water or on
restricted federal lands and as a result a county’s 16th section lands were
often taken from another county:.
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Earliest Schools: The 16th Section Law

+ Early in the history of the State, a law was enacted to provide for the election of three trustees in each
township, whose duties were similar tho those of a much later date. The County Judge, with the trustees,
handled the school funds and paid the teachers.

+ At the time of the public land sales, beginning in Jackson County in 1830, the county governing body,
Commissioner’s Court of Roads and Revenue, became responsible for the establishment of a free public
school in each township. The income generated by this township had to be spent within the producing
township.

+ In 1854, the State school system was established.

+ In February 1856, an Act was passed creating the office of county superintendent of education. This was a
change of vital importance to the school and was an epoch in the history of eduction. The State had begun

two years previously to appropriate money to supplement the sixteenth section funds. The appropriation
was $100,000 for the whole state.



Earlhiest Schools: Before the Civil War

+ Most early schools we held in church buildings. There were no free schools. Parents paid a fee for children to attend.
+ 1834 Bolivar: T. Boyd Foster’s memories talk about teaching there. By 1840, he was teaching at Pleasant Grove in the Crow Creek Valley. (EW)
+ 1841 Woodyville: Seaborn Roundtree who was postmaster taught school in his home, as did his daughter Evangeline. (Kennamer).

+ 1843 Collins Springs: Elder John A. Cargile attended a school taught by Presley Griffin that included “the Tally boys, the McMahan Boys, the Jacoway boys, and my
cousins.” (EW)

+ 1850 Stevenson: Census list two school teachers in the area: John Shirley and John Hall. (EW)

+ 1852 Woodyville: Eliza Smith and India McBride taught a three-month school in the Primitive Baptist Church at Union Cemetery. A “crippled man” named Switcher
taught an early school in his home as did Bud Ross, George Gipson, Robert Mackey, and others. (Kennamer)

+ 1856: First public schools in Jackson County established. (Heritage of JC)

+ 1859 Bellefonte: Trustees of public school number 3 located at Union Academy in Township 4, Range 6 in Jackson County contracted with H. H. Coulson, teacher,
for a three-month term beginning July 18,1859. (AC) The first schoolhouse was a long, one-room frame building called the Academy. Later the people saw need of
better school facilities, so they built a two-story brick Masonic hall in the 1850s and used the first floor for school. Daniel Martin in his letter mentioned Elder
Roundtree as the teacher of his children. (AC)

+ 1860 Rocky Springs: Ann had a teachers’ contract from Margaret Tate for a school held in the 1808 church. (Rocky Springs records)

+ 1861 Pisgah: Sam Rorex and others built a church near Callahan Spring. As was the custom of the period, the church also served as a school. It burned in 1880 and
was rebuilt. In 1881, J. J. Beeson taught there. (Pisgah yearbook)



Black Schools Before the Civil War

+ We can only speculate about education of Black people who were enslaved in Jackson County before the Civil War.

+ Many states, including Alabama, had anti-literacy laws. In 1832, Alabama passed a law that prohibited whites from teaching
blacks to read or write, punishable by fines and floggings. Slave owners saw literacy as a threat to their financial investment.
Literacy enabled slaves to read the writings of abolitionists and better navigate the Underground Railroad if they escaped.

+ Washington Lawyer Elias B. Caldwell summarized the prevailing argument succinctly: “The more you improve the
condition of these people, the more you cultivate their minds, the more miserable you make them, in their present state.”

+ Some slaves did become literate in spite of the law, whether from such informal means as playing school with the slave
owner’s children or through the clandestine efforts of sympathetic whites, or by attending informal schools operated by
churches.

+ By 1900, even without school board records, we can document black schools in Scottsboro, Trenton, Limrock, Hollywood,
and Stevenson but there are probably more than this. But the situation was far from perfect, Black schools met for shorter
terms, and, [ have been told but cannot confirm, used different, easier textbooks than the white schools of the time. And
black teachers were paid less than white teachers.



Earhest Schools: Civil War and Reconstruction

/ C lnl‘.l.l(:r.:‘:-h_nnls.
+ The Civil War disrupted everything. on- i, monhn. B grios
+ We have an account from the June 10, 1865 Jackson County News written in Stevenson by o o wane of painags, At
carpetbagger A. C. Conduit about no schools for his children while there were two good Black [oncimat e i
| since had to send my zhildren Noreli
schools. “I brought a teacher here at my own expense. The school suspended at the end of the i o Shoslonls L. Vilaichu
I can carn; and such should be th
month for lack of patronage. reiments of ey s,
+ 1869 Stevenson: Ryan Academy referenced in a Commissioners” Court minute book. Col. o the il darki.trudsing. o
DT = . o vsiing. S tlodlB et 1.
Krzyzanowki built a church and Masonic lodge also used as a school known as “Goat Hill i, ot . e
School” because goats slept under the building.  ero 6 e oo SR S

) 'w such a state of things |

; to conunue one year more, and the |
| young colored folks will be capable
1 -

+ 1870 Stevenson: Census reported teachers for Edgefield-Bolivar, Pinder’s Hill, Stevenson (3), 1

and Pleasant Grove. s S N ot e
+ 1887 Stevenson: “The public school opened in the old church here with Miss Alice Wimberly, | Pl i, bt s s 1

an accomplished and experienced teacher, in charge.” o - - 7



Schools During Reconstruction

“It is very hard to procure labor here at a living rate and this emigration has carried all the money
out of this county to yours, consequently it makes money exceedingly scarce here. We had bad
crops, it is very true, but this is not all. Our taxes are enormous and that had it weigh with a great
many who left the county. Our State Legislature made up of scalawags, carpetbaggers and
negroes, for there were but few white men in it and they are so devoid of principle that they
shrink from nothing that will oppress our good citizen. They have taxed us long as as could find
money to pay. And upon the heels of that, our county commissioners who are of the same stripe
and equally base as the members of the legislature, have taxed us to build a Court House worth,
or at least they promise to pay $24,500 for a building worth ten or twelve thousand dollars when
finished. Then we have a heavy school tax to pay for the education of the negro, when the negro
pays no tax except a poll tax, of one dollar and a half. So you see that those of us who emigrated
west could not do worse, let them go where they will.” ...Daniel Martin writing to his daughter

Ella living in Texas, March 1870.



Post-War Schools Docum

ented 1 Newspapers

+ We have the The Jackson County Herald (1868, ed. Alexander Snodgrass), The Southern Industrial Herald (1869-70,
ed. Alexander Snodgrass), The Alabama Herald (1878-1881, A. Snodgrass), The Scottsboro Citizen (1879-1918, ed.
James Armstrong), The Fellow Citizen (1977-78), The Banner (1896, ed. F. F. Conway), The Progressive Age
(1887-1962), The Stevenson Chronicles (1887-1896) and The Bridgeport News (1891-1893). Don’t forget early papers in

Nashville, Huntsville, and Chattanooga.

+ In 1873, the State Board of Education mandated that there be

“one white and one colored Normal School” for

teacher training per congressional district. Our colored normal school was in Huntsville, organized in 1875 as the

result of a bill passed in the State Legislature in 1873 with Wi

liam Hooper Council as its president. The school

opened on May 1, 1875, as the Huntsville Normal School wit
and two teachers.

n an appropriation of $1,000 per year, 61 students,

+ In 1874 the public schools in Jackson County received the sum of $1.75 per pupil in public funds as an allocation
from the legislature. All schools at that time and until June of 1956 were under the Jackson County School

System.




Post-War County Academies

+ Early Woodyville schools (Kennamer)

<+ Larkinsville School

+ Averyville (Stevenson)
+ Scott Academy

* Green Academy

+ Bridgeport Schools



Post-War Woodville Schools

+ Rosa Norris taught in various Woodyville schools after the Civil War.

+ Annie Scruggs taught a school at the Methodist church. Dan
Coleman taught there 1877-78. James Wann taught in 1879, and did
many others.

+ Late 1880s, school house built above the R. L. Jones house.

+ Joe B. Sherrill taught on Tick Ridge, and Woodville and published
his “Short Method of Arithmetic” in 1884.

+ [ found this photo in the archives in Montgomery. Back of the photo
said, “School House Woodyville in District 63. Deeded to state in
1907. Jackson Co. June 17, 1911.”

+ References too numerous to go thru. See the Kennamer Woodville
book on the JCHA website.



THE SCOTTSBORO INDUSTRIAL HERALD_1871-02-16.k

1866: Larkinsville School . EERNE SOT00E:

©. M. AINSWORTH, a. M. Principal.

—_-O-——

"IFT [ SESSION

January 2nd, 1871.
1-0-:
FIFTH SESSION, SIX MONTHS.

SIXTH SESRION, FOUR MONTHS.

e % () = om—

; TERMS ;
Started in 1866 by a Protfessor ( Claes por moth .. ... $350
11 A L4 R S R 4 50
. - usic - SEVEIRU BSRT (7 ) PESaerene 5 00
Alnsworth 9 wquental fee per segswn.); ....... 100
Puplls invariably charged from date
A% ". “entrance to end of current session.

' b~ 0 deduction, except in cases of pro-
acted illness.
- Board can be attained in good pri-
li -tte Jamiliesat reasnnable rates.
SO ED S Special attention given to High Math
3"‘3&' atxcs —The Practical arts, Suxvey-

g, Book Keeping, etc.

1Inst1uctlon in t e Primary depart-
ent is vERY careful and thonough, un-
der the immediate supervision ot Mus.
. { Ainsworth.

'e |  The teachers are EXPERIENCED AND
§. | SUCCESSFUL.

: For particulars, address, or call on
the Principal at Larkinsville. Ala.

=z novl0, 1870-n29-3mos.

ﬂ

“ Picture is from 1910
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= Was a three-teacher school in 138‘

+ Eventually consolidated with
Scottsboro.




1867: Averyville
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Averyville was a Quaker school in Stevenson organized to met the needs
of newly freed African-Americans between 1865 and the early 1870s.

(Quaker missionary, Wilmer Walton, came to Jackson County to serve in
the Avery schools in the Stevenson area where he organized two First-
Day schools without public school funds.

The first building was described as a log building in a letter Walton wrote
to the Quaker Journal, the Friends' Intelligencer. The following photo is
taken from page 206 of G. I. Richlings' /'vidences of Progress Among
Colored People, published in1902 in Philadelphia. The caption reads,

Averyville was “T'he only school every attended by William Hooper AV LTS
Council.” Professor Councill is significant because he was the same e
William Hooper Councill who founded the Colored Normal School S e el

¢ students, both adults and ehildren, were

ute freedmen was

1875 in Huntsville, Alabama, which became Alabama A & M University. Bl i S et Ve b st e
Before he died in 1909, Dr.Councill became one of the two most
important and influential black men in Alabama, the other being Booker

1. Washington




1878: Scott Male and Female Academ

Organized Feb 23, 1878. Trustees were James
W. Moody, Nelson Kyle, J. T. Skelton, and
William Robinson. Described as a
“commodious frame building.”

Opened in August, 1883

Located at the foot or Cumberland Mountain

just north of the much later Carver High
School on lots 230-233, each a half acre.

Was a school for both boys and girls.

Burned in 1888. Fire caused by phosphorus in
a box of chemicals.

- SCOTT ACADEMY,

SCOTTSBORO, - - ALABAMA.

0
A LOCATION UNSURPASSED for
variety and beauty of mountain scenery
and entirely excmpt from all malarial
and epidemic diseases,

THE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

in this institution will be such as com-
mon sense and modern wisdom have

demonstrated to be most effective.
THE TEACHING
in this Academy will be fully uy

demands of the present progres:
The instrucetion and example wil|

Lela Jones

‘plete as that found in any of the

of education will be as high w oo 1300
Sallic Parks

FEMALLS

that the sluggish and indifferent, Fannic Suodgrass Mollie Golightly ,
> an Sae Spodgrass :

aroused to a sense of du
MMV 5"3’) Mollie \V-omack
© © r'HE STANDARD Phebs Price '

L ,?-X.n.- ‘
NAMES OF PUIIL | .

Auna Gurley
Kate Lindsay o
Mattie Nicholson =
Lixie Snodgrass
~Julina MeCarrol
" Nannie Bynum

S.

SCOTT ACADEMY, |

School Opened, |
The first session of the school of |
" Scott Academy at this place, under |
" the new faculty of M. W Gross and

Hopkins, associated Prine

£ " . John M. :
".'4-3[1\19, and Mizs Finch, in charge ol
.

Y the Musical Departmoent and assist

S Hing in the
Monday last. There were

l |(*l|.‘l|1 "“fl"n |

Primary

cal Colleges of the South.

THE FAC UL’i‘Y [della Brown

will consist of M. W. Gross a1 Rebecca Graham
M. Hopkins, associate principals I:ot.Skglton
by other necessary competent t Sallie Kyle.

. . Mand Skelton. Alice Graliam
i« & i;lgE iSCtHOOtL oYEt::&rl:u Annic Bradford  Lizzie Duchanan
& divide nto  tw

- Anbie Junes
First and Seeorftl term. The fir Ann .
begins Monday, August 27, 18 MALES. |
tinues twenty weeks, and ends JohnMcCord ¢ Wm. Bynum
January 18, 1884. Second tern jog Burzess Wm. Shation
Monday, Junuary 21, 18843 € w:m. Kyl Chatles Kyle
twenty weeks; ends Friday, Jund JaesnyTe ~ Jotn Buchanan

EXPENSES PER TERM OF ULen Ellis Ed Rossou
 MONTILS. John Nelson John Doliand

' Wallace Roach Tow Bynum
Primary School, - « =« « < Swvodgrass Perry Mctsroom
Grammar S»choolf

Eolledthce Beboolt e Ry oty Tt Milo Moody

oy James Whiteley  Charles Lradiord
' Musie on Piano or Organ, with ¢)arles Nicholson Ed Metts
usge of instrument, - =« =

Tate Wallace Isuae Bynum
Incidental fee per term, = = ;5 Sjelion Europe Cuildwell.

Terms of tuition are strictly ca kR o :
vance. Remittances made for : Rigess.
[ tiwne by gicknesg ereiater than two weoks. 1

T.ettie Buehanan
.Sally Lanham
Kate Starnes -
Josic Warren
Lizzie Suoslzrass

Sidney Skelzon

In his remarks to the pupils at Scott
Academy on Menday morning, Mr.
Hopkins said to the bovs that they must
not carve the columns, door facings or
any of the furniture with their knives—
that they must not use profane language,
must not smoke in the Academy or on
the gronnds near, and above all they
must not chew tohaceo and spit pnddles
of the filthy juice on the floors. We will
fmpplement his remarks with the follow- |
ing: They should not earry pistols or
bottles of ruin and death in their pock-
efs, and if they wear boots they ought
not to have their pants above their hoot
legs to show the ornmmentsl red or blue
linlng. We had an old friend, Uncle
Johnny Jones, who used to Taugh at the

young men for exhibiting the faney
calher on the tops of their boots, and
gay thatthe {ools ought to kunow that it
Waus put there on account of itg cheap-
NEEs, 1o Bave better leathor, '

- opened on

present a considerable nl'.mi?c-.' of
parents and persons intorested m'lhc-
school, and over sixty pupils. T'he
academy had been put in good con-
dition ;:-vm'ndl_\' and newly sested,
and the large recitation room  taste-

11 it . o ’ g and
fully decornted with new maps and]

£33 " 1 avela rlnich |
encircied with Llackboards on W el

: 1o |
wers written appropriale anc am

pressive  suggestions,  motices, |
counlete, verses and mandates. Al
wo witnoassed and heard tended to
impress ns wiih (he iden that the

voung men at the hel are properly |
indoctrinated with advanced i:lu.'t.n.
and further more well disciplined in |
improved methods and aro i:t:ll of |
{he enirit and purpose ersential ta
’.n:ulu.r-'hip and to make them success-
ful edneators. All things considered
in ottr jundgzment the schwool opened
avepicionsly. The indications wae
and are such as (o bid us hope that
Ecottzboro is catering upon a new
parcer in puict of educational
facilitles. There zre no substantial

reasons why it should not, and
whiy :| “.I I'! ln‘"

asnintloce romveoan



GREEN ACADETY,

V. DILLARD PEEK, Principal.

1890: Green Academy NAT, ALA.

FALL TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 1, 1902.

Situated four miles Northeast of Woodville, on top of
laces it within reach of a lurge area of country; its elevate

ree from malaria.

The design of the School is to place an up-to-date, mo
EXPENSES

Tuition*to the Sixth Grade, four week ... o , Tuition N¢

Buj.lt and I'un by the miSSiOnaI‘y aSSOCiatiOn Of the Tuition from the Sixth to Eighth Geade ...$1.00 | Incidental

Rommns maty bhe 1ented at reasonn
' ' . tion, add
Congregational Church in New York. For catalogue and further fuformation, addre

{ >  The Progressive Age » 24 Jul 1902, i .

i EEE Em wmaEami Ty

Private boarding school accepting pupils from
Madison and Marshal counties.

Colony of Russian Jews built within a half mile of
this school and ten of their children attended
school here.

Tuition was $1.00 a month.

Last reference I find to it in newspapers was 1909.




1895: Bridgeport Training School

Britoeport Trainmg ~ Sthoo

BRIDGEPORT, ALA.

. Prepares for Harvard, Yale, Princeton and like univer- -
'sities s also for Wellesley, Vaszar, Bryn Mawr. Our pu-
Jipils are admitted to the Freshman class of Vunderbilt
University on Certificate, without examinetion. The

’

course of study i3 arranged in accordance with the

- Recommendations of the “Committee of Ten,”

*land all needed alterantions will be made to meet the re-

=

Lquirements for sdinission into the different universities.
iBix oflicors and feachers, faculty of university-twained

y imen, each & specialist in his line. We emphatically

+ First private school in Bridgeport. Followed by Altennga
College and Bridgeport Academy. It was a very good private
boarding school.

Very good and early schools in the areas around Bridgeport:
Rocky Spring, Mt. Carmel, Edgefield, Jetfries” Cove, Doran’s
Cove.

Also found this photo in the Archives. Photo said, “Bridgeport
Public School Jackson Co. June 17, 1911.” Dennis Lambert said,
“This is the old Alabama College of Dental Surgery building

built in 1892. Became a public school a few years later. Torn
down 1912/1913.”

Again, too numerous to go over. The ad is from Dennis
Lambert and Joe Lee’s book on Bridgeport, available at the
Heritage Center.

‘ diselaim :

'ALL “SHORT ROADS”

{to the estate of edueated manhood.  Until the completion
T building, the school will be quartered in a
dious suite of rooms in the Whitcher Building, 1If
ut your children truly educated ; if you want their
ers vightly developed, send them fo us and let us
» them for some great university. If you want
3 beecome “humbugs” send them to one of those
methad,” “onc-horse,” so-called colleges, and they,
age “colleges,” will be the langhingstock of the ed-
warld.  We do Earnest, Honest, Faithful. work,
ARIT is our only pli@e for patronage.  ©Our rates of
are $00 per session of ten months ; to stockhold-

paor, especially to the children ot needy widows,
jon fecs will be chnrged.  The Fall Term begina
dunesday, Sept. 4th, 1805, For further particulars

E. K. TURNER, M. A. (Vanderbilt),

port Training School advertisement
peared in The Bridgeport News,
wber 20, 1895.

Vanderbilt Training School, Bridgeport. Photo from
Moy fda McFariane, The schiool opened in the
Whircher Building on September 5, 1895 av u college
preparatory school. operated by Vanderhilt University.
Almast sixty students were enrolled an thar first day.
Classes continued vniil the 1898 commencement was
keld. Schoo! headmaster was Edward K. Turner, a
Bridpeport native, with other teachers incinding Rev.
James Robert Hunter and J. 8. Johason. Miss Rebekah

he schoo! building, 330 per =ession of ten months., -

Head Maater,



Farliest Colleges

—

WILAM AT EMMA AT,

COLLEGE,
o~ ELEVATED AND HEALTI-
FUL SITE-PURE COLD"
~ SPRING WATER-DEs

- LIGHTFLLSCENERY,

At the Jumnction of the
Memphis & Challeston

and Nashvilie and

+ 1878: William and Emma Austin in
Stevenson

+ 1889: Scottsboro College and Normal
School

+ 1894: Tri-State Normal University

+ 1901: The Baptist Institute

1875: Sand Mountain Institute in Dutton

Ohio educator, by which the college

. Chattamooga Rail-

reads, at Steven-
son,Jackson Coun-
ty, Alapama. :

[ — — .~ Ay ———

SCOTTSBORY COLLEGE.
A contract between the trustees of
Scottsboro College and an eminent

is to be opened in September, next,
under most favorable circumstances
has been virtually agreed to by both
parties.

Under the new arrangement the
school will open up under the man-
agement of one of the most noted
school managers in the country with
at least three hundred pupils, and bv |

MR BT AT

5350 %

)
: g : : v
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Jackson County Public School LLandmarks

1908: Competition for the county high school

1915-1932: Rosenwald Schools: improving facilities for Black schools

1922-23: Vote on the 3-mil school tax: list of schools, trustees, and districts
1928-1931: Opportunity schools: using county facilities for adult education
1930s: Bussing and the first wave of closings for small public schools

1937: School directory: alphabetic list of teachers with their schools

1938-1942: New Deal era schoolhouses built and consolidations of small schools
1940s: Closed public schools as community centers

1950: “Know Your Schools” campaign and checkpoint on what schools remained

1964: Integration and consolidation; closing of historically black schools



1905: Competiion for the County

The Progressive Age
10 Oct 1907, Thu - Page 1

IHigh School

26 Oct 1905, 7

The Progressive Age (Scotisboro, Alabama) -

17 Feb 1881 Bl’idgeport at Work.

— e l ter the High school that the state
Plsgah Sch001' ,l.nll mainfain in that county in a

- ’ “r ay that has imprested the officials
PISGAH, JACKSON COUNTY, ALA. f thestate in a favorable way. Hard-
- | yaday passes that something does

This school will epen inour new build ‘}wot come to the Capital to remind
ing on Monday the 21st inst., fora h"""'.nhe men who will have to do with

| " The locaiion is one of .
of seven months  The locuilon 1s onic © ' Mocating the schools that Bridgeport

,- TH URSDAY, JUNE 18. 1910 .8 up and doing.

“They are on to their job, all right,” |
ACADEMY DEDICATED. Haid Gen. William W. Brandon, '
"\tate Auditor, who does not make a

iractice of using slang. Jdand bav "
Fl' J The postcard line of argument §"0:/A80aMa) = 29 Apr1909, Thigy)

sbe latest that has come to be u I
¥ the enterprifing ~citizens of _ h
town. Onc of the cards sent has

I'he Scottsbore Ciizen (Scottsbero, Alabama) -+

SECTION HIGH SCHOOL

Opens Monday,
October 3oth..

and continues o monthg
2 (Scottsboro, Alabama) « 15 Oct 1908,

We ol
who are

wol I-rmul_,_

—

Section' High School
SECTION, ALA.
Opens October 19, 1908 for a

In 1907, the Alabama legislature passed an
act providing for a public high school in
every county.

Competition was fierce for this school.
Scottsboro, Langston, Dutton, Hollywood,

EPOCH DAY AT PISGAH—DR.
BROWN PREACHED

— — o —— —_—

and Bridgeport all campaigned to be the site. 3 picture of a protty strost and a num/COULD NOT |0 scssion of 8 moaths. .
ber of modern houses, and the fol- A Snact - £ .

i CRoss RIVER d Special courses for pupils de-

owing in pen and ink: *“‘Bridge- : : siring to take the state examina-

SBunday was an epoch day at

—_——— -

tions, and special pains taken to

KX

There was a high school in Section in 1893,
led by John Roach. Section was favored by
“citizens of the Dixie plateau”

Pisgah had a high school very early under J.
J. Beeson, Beeson Academy.

Beesnn

Pisgah. The John J.
JAcademy was dedicated with ap-
propriate services, Dr. E. A,
Brown of Asheville, N. OC.,
préached the dedicatory sermon
|and led the dedicatory prayer.
‘|The sermon was a strong and
earnest plea to the people to keep

the motto which he gave for the
school : “Let us make man.”” The
'|prayer was a sweet, simple peti-
tion to the Almighty for his bles-
sing on the efforts that may be
made at man-making.

crt}:mrt for Jackson’s High School.” A

ittle later came one with a pictare

=of a fine school building, the Altenn
Uma college, and this: _“

vesi&his for County High
l'““Bnth’J Then cam

Picture of the public school bullding
high ! ; ‘
casVhich bad the information writter
mentPd the margin that “Bridgeport ha«

estateity water and sanitary plumbing.”

Alab .
Th

city

houws

the r

posse

- v

Th
, Dear

Dr. Douglas Will Recom= |
L

mend Section School
to Executive Com-
mittee,

The Rov. Dr. H, Paul Douglums,
the Saperintendent of Education of

the Americam Misionary, who was |,
booked 10 visit Section last Thars- |

day o decide whether the soclety

would open sod malniais an ac- |
sdomy on (he mountaln, falled Mo}

cross the river because of & high
wind. Dr. Douglase thes weant b0
Atlants for an 1nlerview with Rev.
G. Wallace Gasqus, and after & three
houry’ conference the Baperivtend-

ont sald, “Section i oertsiely thel,

flold for & good school. I do nok
kaow of any other localily In the
counntry mome promising. 1 will
leave for New York tonight sad will
prosent the fcta o 1 have them to
e eoxeculive commitiee which
ments the second week in May. You

will hoear [rom os immedistely alfter

1he commities meating

fit them for such examinations.

Board, 33 to $10 per Month :

Healthful location, good neigh-
borhood, good churches and Suu-
day schools representing all de-
nominations. No nicer homes on
Sand mountain, .and boarding
pupile will have all the advanta-
ges of good homes and attention.

For further information call on
or write

NATUS M. SMITH, Principal, or
J. ARTHUR WILLIAMS,
Chairman Board of Trustees.
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1908: JCHS l.ocated 1n Scottsboro
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The Progressive Age
30 Sep 909, Thu - Page 4

BOARDERS WANTED—I am pre-
pared to take a few female boarding

.-..---.-I

‘N'.!!!."H!sr 1.

il m&_“_

-

The Progressive Age

AE—

JACKSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA

Session begins Monday, Sept. 21, 1908
and continues nine scholastic months

TUITION FREE. BOARD $10 TO £12 PER MO.

Course of study broad and liberal.

Four courses are offered, all embracing thor-
ough training in English, History, Mathematics,
Manual Training and Drawing, Science and the
Languages. Completion of any one of the courses
i entitles the pupil to a Certificate of Graduation.

Pupils prepared to enter the Tth Grade, that
is, to take up the following studies, will he admit-
ted to the High School this year: Higher Lessons
in English, Advanced Arithmetic. complete Ad-
vanced Geography, History.

Boarding pupils will !e under the
trol of the Principal.

Dl-mplme of the school.

further information nl

J. R. WARD, Principal.

direet con-

. X
mild but fir

————

pupile who will attend the Jackson

County High school.

Cutchen.

Mrs.W.W.Mec
1171tf

24 Sep 1908, Thu - Page 5 g
S ——

SOOTTSBORO ALA.. THURSDA\ MARCII 19. 1908

THERE ARE
- MANY -
REASONS

WHY. SCOTTSBORO should
be made the location of the High
‘School to be established in Jack-
I‘oon County. Its central location,
ite railroad ' facilities and pike
road advanuges. ite healthful-
ness, its interest in education, its
telephone and inail facilities, its
homes; its churches, its people—
all can be used as strong argu-

ments for the location of the
anlinal ad $hia mlain Whan tha

The Scottsbore Citizen
X3 Sep 1808, 'hu - Page 2
-

High School Gpening.

Tha High Sehool for Jaskson sonn.
ty will open Monday, Sept. 21.
should be made an auspicious day
the Listory of Scottsboro, and people
from all parts of the conmnty are in
iavited to be present at the opcninz.

Students wha intend to enter should
do so the frst day.

for the school nro in the aout.hern ;
and south-central parts of the business and gonrnmont center
This shows for itselfiof the county, there is notthe
where the interest in the school is ghadowo f a doubt that it should
greatest and whence it will prob- he made and will be the edu-
ably receive its greatest patroo-.gational center.

county.

age, if properly located. In this
eapecially interested district, you'

‘will notice that Scottsboro is cen-

trally located, and ie casily ac-
cessible to all parts of it. We are
located advantageously for at-
tendance at the high school not
only from the county in general
but also from the section shown
to be most intensely interested in
the school.

Located at uuy other contesting
town, it is destined to be a local
institution, its influence confined
very largely to the town and its
lmmedmte)v*icmmty Such is not
the purpose in establishing these
schoole.. They are to be so situ-
ated as to give the greatest ser-

the, grentest pumber of
They are to be county
ools.

['KB COUNTY-SEAT.

county must have some
ere county business is
ed, and county govern-
ministered. ‘There must
pregentative town for the
ounty. Scottshoro was
[| |o selected as the moet
town in Jackson Couuty

U ounty-mt. :"Wmle we

s hear mnrmurmgs of
efaction at the distance
ly traveled and ‘the time
to reach the county-seat
+ remote borders of the
for Jackson is an ex-
" large county—yet it is
dged that it is by far
t eagily. reached town
' whole county is coneid-

|

1f Scottsboro 'is the logical

The one town
of all others most easily reached
by business men of the whole
county, is the ope most easily
reached by youny men and young
Jadies wishing to attend school.
The prosperity of the school will
depend upon the patronage gwen
it, and the patronage it receives
will depend upon the ease of
reaching its Jocation.

If the school were located at
Section, it would certainly be
of greater advantage to that par-
ticular vicinity than it would be
(if located at any other place.
That community would doubtless
give it better patronage than if
located at another town. The
game is true of Dutton, of Lang-
ton, of Hollywoed, of Bridge-
§6rt, but none of thesé places
could command the patronage
from the county in genérul that
would be given “the school at

| Seottsboro.

Agide from the importance of
accessible location; the fact that
Scottsboro is * the  county-seat
gives it o decided . prefennoo over
all other towns. - People like to|

put their boys and girls in school
where there is a chance of visiting
them occasionally, a chance to
take them bome for a Saturdny
vigit, a chance to keep them in
touch with bome life, and ocia-

| sionally to take them some little

expression of bhome cheer, S8y
from mother’s pantry. Such priv-
ileges are most likely to been-
joyed if the sons and daunghters




1915-1932 Rosenwald Schools

+ “Rosenwald schools refer to a group of educational institutions
established in the South for African Americans in the first half of
twentieth century:.

+ The schools were named for Julius Rosenwald, president and later
chairman of Sears Roebuck & Co. and creator of the philanthropic

Rosenwald Fund, which provided matching funds for the schools.

+ Nearly 400 schools and houses were constructed in Alabama and nearly

5,000 new schools were built in 15 southern states between 1917 and

1932 as part of this civic effort to increase educational opportunities in
the largely rural and segregated South.”

+ Jackson County had three Rosenwald Schools (Stevenson, 1921; Fackler,

IFLOOR PLan No 20
Tro Teazice COvaNITY  Saehool

by 1927; Bridgeport, 1929); Madison County had nine. This is Gurley. i



Rosenwald Schoolhouse 1n 1952

THE JULIUS ROSENWALD [UND

SCHOOLHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION MAP
5357 BUILDINGS | F-tflE

oy Lo, LERCE

- ”;. h
JuLius RoseNvALD TPuno

Cruamoee or Commenrce Buione
Nasevaie Tewnesore



1922-25 Three-Mil School Tax

NOTICE OF SCHOOL TAX
ELECTION, CHALYBEATE

%= Each district held a

special eye lion to
decide if they would
pay the 3 mil tax to

support schools. Most
did. Some did not.

%= Tables list 113 school
districts, some with
more than one school.

SPRINGS, DISTRICT NO. 92

Notice is hereby given that a special
| election will be held in Chalybeate
, Springs, District No. 92, Jackson
, County, Alabama, on the
6th day of August, 1927,

for the purpose of determmmg
whether or not a special tax shall
be levied and collected annually,
at the rate of 30 cents on each
one hundred dollars worth of taxable

schools within said distriet.

as follows:
Beginning at the N E corner of

1% miles; thenee south 1% miles;
thence west % mile; thence south %
mile: thenee \\(l % mile: thenee
south 1 n.h hence east 1'% miles:
'thnl v =outh ‘.- mile: thence east 114
{milez; thenece north ¢ mile: thence
!M '2 mile; thence north 13emiles;
theree cast % mile: thenee north 1
mn' v point of beginning.
t Said I‘ siriet containg .‘-'wtlcm
Tpt R. 8, E¥% of 36, Tp. R
Ei of NWi of 36, Tp. '1. R.
|E! R.
O

-] -

of SW1i; of 36, Tp. 4, 7
\'v"-.- of 6, Tp. 5, R. 8, W of '.'.
| Tp. b, R. 8, SE ‘. of 7, Tp. b, R.
Fi of 12, Tn. 5, R. 7, NW1§ of 12
T[\:)P 7, N _v(*fll Tp-'\RT

B D DRty 4

the SWi4 of 1, Tp. 5, R. 17, F'
of ;\'W‘.-‘. of 1, Tp. 5, R. 7, SW¥4% of
NWK of 1, Tp. b, R. 7. All of said
district being in Jackson County,
Alabama.

The following are hereby appoint-
ed officers to hold said election: W,
W. Richards, R. J. Allen, Earnest
Rush, Inspectors; J. H. Holland, L.
D. Clark, clerks; Card Parker, re-
turning officer.

W. R. Bogart, Probate Judge.
W. W, Trice, Raymond Bradford,
W. H. Cox, County Commissioners;

M. C. Thomas, Sheriff of Jackson

County, Alabama.

RIASMNIAET AN /S TIAT - Aawv

property in Chalybeate Springs, Dis-|-
trict No. 92 in said county, and to be|:
continued for a period of four years)-
: from September 30, 1927, the same]
to be for the support of the public|

The boundaries of said district are]’

Section 31, Tp. 4, R. 8, thence west|-

g |

of |
|\:Fv of 2, Tp. 5, R. 7, E ' d|
2

| -

Progressive Age » 07 Jul 1927

I—C&!pﬂnter B s e D 00 o o
~  Trustees: W. L. James,

S Brvant L ceferiian-
Trgstens. E. H. Smith,

3—1Island Creek P
Trustees: Jim Cooper,
4—0verlook -----
Trustees: W. G. Shaw,

5—Christian Home .
Trustees: Jasper Gray,

—Flat Rock . ___.
5 Tr?xstees J. C. Austm D. .F. Hogue, Isaac Sampson, Flat Rock e
J. W. Thompson, Anniebel Buckner
Smith, Sam Keys, Fabius, o

Trosees: J. W. Barex, (. M. Hryast M. R Morrs, Vackles

T. J. Smxth J: M Wmters, Long-Island.
v~ Summer School] .t

Trvostess: Bamw O g-v- T Arther Iu-wu Barer Gradord, Ez lUywzod B1 1
N T 1. Wear, )hnor 5 ags
*‘I‘-m i 1

Walter G 1ay, L. B. Daniel, Smilax.

i- lulh s Rprk

-----—-------—--.--ﬂ—-

W. P. Forsyth Geo. Clark, Flat Rock,

PR I
‘-.-——-——-——---v-—————-—————‘

——
—-‘--—---———- W SR R SR RS R S e -

7—Sulphur Springs
Trustees:

. A. Goforth, Mansel

D oabid e TN e I o W TSR RV R A e Summer Term | G
BTrtslstuees. J. H. Cameron, Sam W. Maxwell, Cameronsville. 7

9-—Fabius .
Trustee: G. H. Caperton, Fabius.
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1926-1932: Opportunity Schools

* Prior to the 1930 census, the state superintendent
of education for Alabama, and therefore the local
county superintendent, became concerned with
the illiteracy rate in Alabama.

+ Since the 1930 census anticipated recorded
whether or not a respondent could read or write,
Alabama set out to improve their status by
offering adult education in existing school in the
county. These were called Opportunity Schools.

|

1

) LEAD IN THE STATE
i Jackson County’s Opportunity Schools
| made the greatest
second week of anv Iin the
(L per cent of attendance
(| Per of beginner also
he scnools making the «
roll are as follow:
Miss Hazel Sanders

3 had 45

ADULT SCHOOLS WILL
BE ESTABLISHED

According to C. P. Nelson, director
' of Adult School work in Jackson/|

County, his work is progressing nicely

and iS. being met with a hearty re-|''
sponse In the various sections of the|
‘county. Up to the present time the

‘necessary number of students have

been secured in thirteen communities
and it is probable that at least sixteen

communities will take advantage. |

However, this will have to be done in
the next few days as-the school will
begin on July 22. The following com-

munities are assured of the schools: ||

Bridgeport, Sulphur Springs, Chaly-
beate Springs, Carns, Tupelo, Boxes
Cove, River Hill, Union Hill, Overlook,

Mount Olive, Subletts, Wannville,

and Shooks.

The Progressive Age » 18 Jul 1929, Thu >
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L OPPORTUNITY SCHOOLS

advance
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mn  the

and the num-



Opportunity Schools

OPPORTUNITY SCHOOLS
b WITH TEACHERS FOR 1929 |
School | T | eacher Post Office
5 o S J PR INR IV B Miss |Vivian Letson _ e __. Flat Rock
2ol S TR N SR ST R Miss | Margaret Wann _____.__._.________ Pisgah
B00EE e ittt b it o e e e e mind Mrs. | Frank Hodges _____ ... ____ Scottsboro
WORRWHE ottt bt o tnis Miss |Alama Shrader _____ .. _.____ Wannville
Uy B s b ) PSR S ETTR SR A ¥ Miss | Nell McOrary oo oo _. Stevenson
T M el G ST R R T Miss | Margaret Foster __.....______. Fackler |
IRBNTIR RS o R N w e o Miss |Pearl Cunningham ..... Scottsboro Rt.
L B0 et W TR s L Miss |Eva Gargus ... .. ....--.. Scottsboro Rt.
BIDIUE ‘Boringy Nii e o4 Miss |Mattie Mixon _. . . __ ... Fabius
g 1T R I o, VM OE LN Tl Miss |Beatrice Jarnigan ......__.. Francisco
Chalybeate Springs oo ... XS, 10 T WIS e rainas Henagar
R D e o e e Mrs. |Sam McCrary _ oo Bridgeport
Tk e - b g SN U AR S S, 0 o Miss | Beatrice Finney ___________. Hollywood
1 ) g BOSERS G e R RS A Miss HMary MeCampbell . ___. Higdon
AR e N e AN e Miss |Rachel Rowe _. .. _..__.. Scottshoro R,
ROSANS . LuUSdde L _diuis 1 MISE [ COBDFc v oo mst i s g s i sty s ] Pisgah
Total Preliminary Enrollment, 351. Largest enrollment ever secured in
this County. Enrollment expected to |reach 400 before the year ends. Ac-
cording to Miss Bloodworth, the state| director of this work, Jackson County
has one of the strongest corps of |teachers ever assembled in a County
for Opportunity School work.

L RO ST Vi R
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'" lllm Ommﬂ SCHOOL
Friday the puplis of the Opportunity
School at Sublett rendered the follow-

ing excellent program:

March and songs by the school

Bible reading by Mrs. Martha Balne

Prayer by Mr. John Sattain. |

Why 1 Am Attending This School
Mr. Lon Woods, Mr. John Rooks nnd‘
Lawrence Walker.

Vocal duet by Mr. Wesley King tnd‘
Mr. Nat Roberts. |

Call for Leadership by Mr. G. W.
Holley.

Band music—Three pileces by Frazier
Brothers: Tent pieces by school band. |

Each pupll rendered the assigned
part in a highly creditable manner.
Special mention showld be made of
Mr. Lon Woods. He could not read
nor write and had never made a
public speech before In his life. In a
clear connected way he told why e
was altending school and how much
he was learning, stating he wanted to
lear to read so that he could read and
study the Bible for himself. His lteach-
ers, Miss Allie Roden and Miss Mayon

Milles, expressed their delight at tm

progress he s making. |
The other parts were fine and each

is hereby congratuisted. X




1930s: Closing and Consolidating & The Impact of Busing

+ When students had no way to get to school other than walking, there were many, many small schools,
some with no more than three last names per school.

+ As roads improved to accommodate public transportation, schools jumped on the bussing bandwagon
surprisingly early.

+ The book about the House of Happiness, an Episcopal mission and school, notes that the County Board
of Education began offering bus transportation to the pupils above the sixth grade in Sauta Bottom in
1930. One of the earliest photos of a county school bus is from the House of Happiness book, which notes
that the House of Happiness rented a school bus to ferry children to school and church.

+ In the earliest days of transporting county students to school, the county provided bus transportation to
schools by contracting with individuals through a bidding progress. In 1935, 18 bus routes were
identified and eligible for bidding, and the type of equipment required was specified in the contract.



School Buses 1in the 1930s: L.ots of Stories

< Jane Stinnett (PRV) remembers that when her mother, born in
1927, started school, buses picked them up except when the
creeks and river were high, and then the driver picked the
children up in a wagon. The boys in the wagon bed could get
rowdy enough to overturn the wagon.

+ Debra Underwood, who wrote a history of Pisgah School, sent a
photo of Martin Burkhalter in front of the homemade bus he
drove.

+ Kenneth Manning recalled that in 1948, his father, “S. B. Manning
and a Mr. Hillary, purchased truck chassis and the county
installed bus bodies on their chassis. He recalls that this bidding
system continued until the early 1950s.

+ Jerry Marlow remembers that children in Fackler rode the “Bear
Bus” driven by Bear McCrary, who drove a bus back built into a
pickup truck base. Chester Sharp described the harrowing ride
from Rosalie to Section and noted that the bus was as scary as the
bridge—"a big old rattle trap.”

Caption upper left to lower right: John Henry “Doc” and wife Pearl Patterson in the Greasy
Hill community; Pisgah school bus in the 1930s from Debra Underwood, Marvin Burkhalter in

# Arnold Wheeler remembers a turn so sharp in Pisgah that the bus ot of the Pisgah school bus he drove; the House of Happiness bus from House of Happiness
had to back up and pull forward multiple times to make the turn.  gtory by Campbell Long; Pisgah school bus after sharp turn from Arnold Wheeler.



New Deal-Era Schools: 1938-1942

+ Jul 7,1938 PA: As part of a Public Works Administration New Deal program, the
county embarked on a $400,000 county school building program, where half the cost

was matched by the PWA.

+ “Upon approval by the Public Works Administration of contracts award February 16 by
the County Board of Education, Jackson County will have under contracts school
buildings to the value of $347,414 and equipment to the value of $25,828, according to
E. M. Beardslee, Resident Engineer Inspector here for the Public Works Administration.

+ Of these buildings, 5 are expected to be ready for occupancy by the 2nd week in March,
and these are located at Mount Carmel, Hollywood, Rash, Wininger, and Chalybeate
Springs. Total contract value of the buildings is $35,581.”

+ Funding also provided for JCHS, Bridgeport High School, Larkinsville, Stevenson,
Hodge, and Macedonia.

Wininger, and Ctalybeate Springs.
‘Total contract value of the bulldings
is §35/581.

Work is well under way on the
Jackson County High School at
Seottsboro, the Bridgeport High school
and additions to the Elementary

Sehool in Scottsboro. The Jackson |
County High Sctool is & modern, 2-|

story and basement building, of seml-
fire-sefe construction; the Bridgeport
School is & one-story building, of
brick and tile construction.

 Construction has been started by R.
O, Patrick, local contractor, on the
new school at Larkinsville, which is
a 5-room and suditorium bullding.

This contractor will alsp builq schools |-

at Btevenson, Hodge, Macedonia, and
wother points throughout the Coumnty,
under a contract totaling over $1235,-




1939: School Directory

+ I wish that the school board did this every year.

“+ List of Board of Education, attendance
supervisor and all the teachers in all the school

sorted by teacher name into elementary, junior

high, and senior high.
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1940s— Schools as Community Centers |

* Closed schools
continued to be
used as became
community
centers, places for
farmers’ meeting,
health screenings,
and vaccination
clinics

The Progressive Age
27 Dec 1951, Thu - Page 2

The Progressive Age

22 May 1941, Thu - Page

Typhoid Cliniecs

The following dates are announced
by the Jackson County Health De-
parment for rounds for giving
typaoid Inoculation:

— Monday, May 26—

The Progressive Age
17 Aug 1950, Thu - Page 7

RABIES CLINIC

LARKINSVILLE 4-H PROGRAM ’—

Sarah L. Jacks, Asst. Home Agent

“Joy to the World” was the
pageant pre-
sented by the Larkinsville boys
and girls 4-H Club members on
December 19 in the school audi-
torium. The Christmas prgmm
was planned and prepared for
their regular club meeting.

The setting of the play was the
“Bethlehem Scene” of Mary,
Joseph, and the Christ Child.
The part of Mary wasé)layed by
Jimmie Pritchett and Joseph

SCHEDULE

Thursday July 23
Bryant School — 10:00—10:45

Langston—8:45
Davistown—9:20

Harmony Church—10:00
Cross Roads School—10:30

THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT HAS SET

AUG. 21 THRU SEPT. 1, 1950

AS YIIE YIME FOR
EVERY PERSON IN JACKSON COUNTY

Sy . as Sale 1001—11:00
g ”EA il AN - DQDOV"I?}‘;.“— 33'-.2303 1g:(l)umc:h—u:so
\kBE‘Es RT D SEA SE 11:30 El-ll—l“ “.3 o Macedonia School—11:45
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What Became of the Closed Schools?

+ Some are still standing though abandoned.

* Many were torn down or fell down or burned, like
Pleasant View (Dec 2022 photo by Dale Crawford)

+ Larkinsville converted to a cattle facility

+ Temperance Hill converted to a trucking business
and now a private home.

+ Iam trying to provide coordinates for every
school site. You can get this with GoogleEarth.



Know Your Schools: Snapshot of 1950

+ 55 schools, 48 white supporting 8900 pupils and 7 black supporting 600 students, for a total of
9500 in the county system

+ 6500 in elementary, 2000 in junior high, and 1000 in senior high
+ Of the 2328 student who entered first grade, only 269 graduated
+ 5200 students rode 65 buses, which cost $100,000 to operate

+ Attendance rate was well below state average (78% in Jackson County compared to 85.6%
statewide). Truancy cost the school $1625 per day in state funding.

+ 305 teachers in the system, 5% with more than 5 years of college, 34% with 4 years, 26% with two
years and 27% with less than 2 years



1950: “Know Your Schools” Schools Profiled

Bridgeport Colored (1-6)
Bridgeport School (1-12)
Bryant (1-10)

Carns (1-6)

Crescent Hill

Dean’s Chapel

Dutton (1-9)

Fabius (1-6, total 41)
Fackler Negro (1-6, total 15)
Flat Rock (1-9)

George Washington Carver High (1-12)
Grey’s Chapel (22 total)
Hodge (1-6, 40 total)

Hollywood (1-9)

Hollywood Colored (1-8)
JCHS (1-12)

Kyles (1-6)

Langston (1-4)

Larkinsville (1-6)

Limrock (1-9)

Macedonia (1-8)

McCoy Grove (1-6, total 26)
Mt. Carmel (1-6)

Paint Rock Elementary (1-6)
Paint Rock Valley (1-12)
Pierceton 1-4 only 40 students)
Pikeville (1-6)

Pisgah (1-12)

Pleasant Grove (1-6)
Pleasant View (1-6)

Rash (1-6)

Rosalie (1-9)

Scottsboro Elementary (1-6)
Section (1-9)

Skyline (1-9)

Stevenson (1-12)
Stevenson Rosenwald (1-9)
Sublett (1-4 & 6)
Temperance Hill (1-6)
Tupelo (1-6)

Winner

Woodville (1-12)



Communities Served by 1950s Schools: 113 to 55

Bridgeport: Mt. Carmel, Rocky Springs, Bryant

Dutton: Callahan, Coffey, Poplar Springs, Hodge, Pleasant View

Fabius: Cameronville

Flat Rock: Overlook, Liberty Hill, Christian Home, Fabius

George Washington Caver Negro: All Black schools in the county
Hollywood: Martintown, Bellefonte, Cuba, Kyles, Fairfield, Fackler, Carns
Hollywood Colored: Cedar Grove, Fackler

JCHS: Larkinsville, Temperance Hill, Bethany, Tupelo, Pikeville, Macedonia,
Section, Dutton, Hollywood, Limrock, Skyline

Larkinsville: Boxes Cove, Sauta Bottom
Limrock: Gentle’s Cove, Berry’s Cove, Shipman’s Cove, Aspel
Macedonia: Crossroads, Davistown, Salem

Mt. Carmel: Doran’s Cove

Paint Rock: Garth, Reel’s Mountain, Madison line

Paint Rock Valley: Trenton, Hollytree, Princeton, Swaim, Francisco, Estill
Fork

Pisgah: Sublett, Dean’s Chapel, Pleasant View, Henanger, Rosalie, Flat Rock,
Central, Mt. Olive, Fabius, Christian Home, Hodge, Dutton

Rash: Big Coon, Little Coon
Rosalie: New Hope, Central, New Home, Shrader

Scottsboro Elementary: Beech Grove, Randall’s Chapel, Centerpoint,
Wood’s Cove, Campground, Langston

Skyline: Pleasant Grove, Winninger, Bailytown, Hytop

Stevenson: Edgefield, Pleasant Grove, Rash, Wannville, Union Hill,
Cameronville

Temperance Hill: New Hope, Sauta Bottom, McCutchen

Woodyville: Paint Rock 7-12, Limrock 9-12



What is Conspicuously Missing?

+ Everything since 1962.

+ | cannot get at this except through the school board minutes (not
transcribed) and public press (not online).

+ I don’t know, for example, when we achieved the distribution of schools
that we have now. My best source is yearbooks I have scanned.

+ This is where I suffer from not being a local and living out of state between
1979 and 2017.



How Can You Help?

* Share ideas.

+ Send me your school teaching experiences.

* Send me your family’s photos of your early schools
+ Email these to me at jcha@scottsboro.org.

+ Attach them to the conversations on the JCHA Facebook page. You might encourage others
to contribute as well.

* When I am done with a school you have expertise in, please review what I have written and
correct me.



F'inding School Information on the JCHA Website
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1833 Scottshoro College and Normal School Bulletin
1962 DAR School Historical Brochure
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JCHS Wildcat 1952-1955
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Overview Topics

Introduction
General Introduction
Opportunity Schools
Rosenwald Schools

Website: www.jchaweb.org

Schools

Alto School

Averyville School

Begch Grove School

Beeson Academy

Bennett's School
Bethlehem Overlook School
Bird Hill Colored Schoal
Boxes Cove School

Brewtan School


http://www.jchaweb.org

